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(57) Abstract: Contents are available on a receiver that is copyright protecting but does not have a copying function. The model 
name of a receiver not having a contents copy-enabling function is retained in the authenticating circuit (1 51) of a transmitter (10). 
With a model name obtained from a connected receiver (40) retained, a signal selection circuit (122) selects a terminal (a) and a switch 
(123) is turned on, regardless of whether contents are copyright-protected, to transmit a signal not encrypted. While a contents signal 
^ to be copyright-protected is being transmitted without being subjected to a copyright protection processing, and when a change in the 
<^ receiver (40) is detected by a hot-plug detection function or a plug-and-play function in a processing circuit ( 152), the selection circuit 

0(122) selects a terminal (b) or the switch (123) is turned off to stop the transmission of a signal not copyright- protect ion-processed. 
. Information identifying a receiver is retained so as to be updated without being altered. 
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